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Dear lrb. Steele:

Thanl< lzou for sr:trnitting the requested infornration concernjng
termination of operations ard reclarnation of ttre Koosharsn Clay Pit in
piute Cor:nty. The Division tlas also received a letter frcrn the U.S.
Forest Service dated Decernber 1, 1978 releasing Interstate Brick frcnt
its obligations on that larul nanaged bY the Forest Senzice.

Since !tr. Don F\rIhrEr desires that the pits renain open for trnssi-ble
futr:re develolrrent, the partial reclarnation perforned by Interstate
Brick is acceptable to the Divj-sion of OiI, Gas, arll Mining. However,
the Division of State Lands requires that a reclanntion bond be posted
to cover total reclamation of that portion of the operation located on
State lard (Sec. 2, T. 275., R. zTf .) crcrprising approxirnately seven (7)

acres of surface disturbance. l"tr. !\rllrrr, as tl.e lease trolder, will be
reguired to suhnit a bond to csver tl.e costs for total reclanration of
this area while operations are susperded. If he does not post said bord
which is estirnated to be $4,548.00, ttren Interstate Brick, as the former
operator, will be required to either post that anxrr.:nt of surety or
perform total reclanration of the area involving State 1ard. Ho\,{ever,

- tlre Division does not foresee any problsns wittr l4r. F\rlLrer posting the
reqr:ired sr:rety.

As a point of interest, tlte U.S. Forest Senzice does not have
jr:rJ-sdiction on State-ovnred land, therefore, representatives of that
ig*"1l cannot release an operator frcnn their responsibilities involving
Siate land witlrout tlre Division's consent. Ttre Division of Oil, C'as,

and I'[ining allcws t]re U.S. Forest Senrice to lpld the reclamation sr:rety
for operations involving joint land ownership to avoid double-bonding by
the operator.
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lctay we strggest, to eUrninate futr:re misurderstandilgs, that all
ndning arrl assoeiated reclarnation plans be presented to ttrj-s Divisiqt
prior to qnnerognent of any activitlz as required urrlen the tftah Mined
Lanl Reclarnation Act. Please feel free to call or visit if lott have any
questions or require arry assistance.

Very truly yours,

,\**^. IQS*^.1.*-\
()
-JAD,IES W. SMITfl, JR.
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